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THE AMERICAN BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY, 
BOSTON, MARCH 25, 1890, 

'l'o ·rrm SToOJ HOLnM1t8 : 

Tho t'OJ10l'tA for the past yo11r of t ho toh,pl10ne compnnior; 
opornting undo1· license from The A111oricnn Bell Telephone 
Uo111p1111y show u eo11tinuing increnf'o of lrnsinoas, oncl a 
contiuucd extension antl iu1provoment, of thoit· pluut. 

'l'h following tuhlca p1·osont the stntiatics in tnlmlated 
fo1·111: -

INSTRUM ENTS, 

i ~ ~ f 
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~ulmiurine . • .. .. . . , 
'l'OL11l Milell of 
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88,481 

11 ,880 

1,21!6 
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til -,i 1~ Ef ,; Iii. ~- ' 

~~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ..... 
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/l80,040 gr,~l,5111 :!80,277 411 ,/i l I 4H ,8ll l 

4 ,4-fl (l 2fl ,4 78 20,701.1 81,284 Rll,srio 

EXCHANGES. 

--- - .. 
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1880, 1887. 1888, l HRO, 1800, £ ' gi 
,Si - - - --

747 7:IG 1:m 74:! 761 I ii 

4-28 . 4401 46~ 4Gi 471 lf) 

100,8/12 111 ,34!! 127 ,81!9 142,631 lli•l,OOfl J 1,ll71l 

10,04.8 10,t87! 10,22.-, 10,~(1(! I I ,•184 1,ll 18 

11 ,417 G,080' 8,000 17,0118 27, 117 10,07!) 

2/i-l 2or, :5Gll r.,ar, 008 117 

Wire .... .. . tj/i,806 101,6!l2 1J4 ,04 0 lll8,1!3 1 !4G,4 !!8 170,47l !Oll,21822,742 

' l'olnl clr cn \Lij \17,422 107,H0 I 12,0H7 1:! l ,:!60 18!!,004- 148,GS7urn,780111.ou:l 

"Olll J)IO,YOOS.. 4,7G2 ll1 l ii!, li,~tl8 li ,843 0, 18:l O :110 0,7/,H ,Hf! 

"Hllb~crlbOl'l-1 12:J,G:t/; 1114,8,17 1117,7/l0 l47,0G8 15A,7 1:! 17 1,454 IHll ,00:1 l:1 ,o40 



4 A":-llJAL lml'Olt'.l' OJ;' UllU:OTOl-tH 01'' 

EXCHANGI~ CONNJ.;CTlUNS. 

'l'ho cstinmted numhor of exclrnngo connc<~t ions 
th\ily in t.hc Unit-o<l Htntci-1 is . 

Or 1t total per ymu· of rnoru thu11 . 
Tho numhor of dai ly callH, por imhFJcrihor, 

vnrio,1 in diffornnt <'Xc.:hnngos from 2 to 
15, t,ho avorngc Lhrnughout the Unite<l 
, 'tat,cs heiug 

l,IM.0,117 

400,000,000 

'rho nv<11·nge co~t to the snhscrihcr vn1·im1, 11ccording to tho 
si:1.1' of th<' exchitngc and C'lrnmcL<'r of tho service, from 2 to 
1 ;3 cents pct· connection. 

EXTRA-TERRITORIAL LINES. 

Ju.11. l, Juti. I, ,Jn11, 1, Jun , I, ,Jnn, 1, Jnn.1, tTnn.1 , 
18H4, 1H8r,, 1880. IHH7. 1888, 1880, 1800, 

.NtuUIJl!l' of lillllM,,.... 6118 8l!(I 807 01 I 027 047 !JG!) 

Milos of polo l!nt~H •••. 20,li02jl!ll,7Hli 110,0117 111, 14:1 :l:.l,<178 :14,010 3u,2/l4 1,244 

Mlle!! or wire ........ 20,:l,~O 81i,li:J 1 4 1, 741l 4!1, 707 50, 1711 711,l!t):l 81,, 7l!ll 1 :l,48/l 

1<;XTBA-TlrnJUT()IU1\l, l'ONNl~C1'fONS, 

Tho uvoruge <laily 11tuuh<1l' ol' oxlt·:1-tonitorinl 
c:onn1wtions is 

I'm the yenr 

8,28!) 

2,700,000 Or n 1.otal per ycur of about . 
Tho oxtm-torrilorial oni·ning1, 

nmo1111t,1Hl to• 
Of which thi:; Oompany't-1 ~hnro iH • 
Au ir1c1·011so over 1888 of 

• $H4R,8!)4 88 

84,23/3 18 
4,410 r,1 

It is seen thut the output of 1.clophones wmi :H1,3fi0- 2,11G 

lllOL"<' 1.hnu tho largo out put for lai;t y<'1u·. .Fif'tccu uow ox­
cha11gci; aml ninoteeu brunch oflictis hnvo h<'cn opened. 

• In rn1m of four compsnit•H, whi<•h fnllo(I to roporL thelr oxtro.-tt•rritorinl <'t•rn• 
i11i,t~ to,· Nov11111ber aud Ilotl('n,ber, tl,e 1werngo 1•nr11l11gH !or tho c•arlior lilOnths 
luwo bcN1 ll~l'<I to compl<'111 thn 11hnvo at11tm11c•11t. 



'.l.'HE AM1rntOAN R JilT,t 'l'E l, rnL'II ONM 00111 L'AN l ' . f'> 

T he mil c11gc of' wi l'C is HHl,21R ngnins1; 170,471 nt the 

close of t bo year 1889 . A very mntor in l incrnriso hns he<'n 
nu1,le in 1nileago of underg round wiro, sornethiug ovet· Oll(l 
thil'd o f t ho w ho lo nmount in nRe htw ing hecn put clown dur ­
ing- Lho l11tl t yeur. 

UNDERGROUN D W IRES IN USE. 

:... 

i , ! ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i .i ... .... 1 .... J 3i 
~ 11 ~· ... ... ...r ,.; I § Sil 

~ 
~ g ~ g Sii ci s ~ 

" 
t; ,.., I":, ,.., ~ .:; 

--- -
Alh11uy . . •. ,, .• ••••• 

Bo~lon, ... . . . .. ••. • 280 :l4 7 7H6 1,r,so H,li!lll 2,010 

Brooklyn . .•.. . . .... 1 :1,1 1,l!ll:J 1,4•1:J 2,1!)7 2,i!M r,7 

H11 niilo . . .. .. .... . .. 1,170 1,170 

Chlcn,i:i;o . ... . .. . ... . 7(10 l ,4G2 2,000 8,127 8,2Gf, 128 

I >utroiL . .. . . . .... .. 82 171, r,oo Si l :m 
L Ot1 iHl' illll .• ,, ,,, , ,, () 2~l8 •l (lf) 780 :111 

T,owoll . . •.•. . . . .. . . 4 4 

Mlhvnnln •c, . . •.. . .. 1 

Nt,w llt\V(,n • •••.• •• 800 :300 

Nc, w :l'urk .,,,,, . •.. G:.!7 G27 1,120 f,,208 J0,900 5 ,007 

l' iLlsllurgll •. . . • • ... Gl 4 !JOG !)f,8 2,870 2,:l!H · 1!4 

W 11Mhi11~to.n , .. , , , , , !)!)2 1,802 l ,8fl8 1,1.,!)l 1,1,8!) • 2 

--- --- ---· -·--- --
8,,11 7 fl ,0:10 8,009 17,0:18 1!7,117 10,07!) 

A111orlcm1 'l'elephone 
uml 'l'c lcg-mph Co. 'H 

luug- tl lHLIIJ1 ()(l Wil'<JH, ,~o 327 ri09 232 

- ---· - ---
' [ 'ottLl. , , ,,, •,., 8,417 6,080 8,140 17,ll(l/, 1!7,G7f. 10,llll 

.. T>rc1·on;io. 



ti A.S.NUAL lt"11'01l'I' 01" IHRl.;<;'l'ORS 0 1•' 

During the yonr the A.moriuiin '1'1 lcphono and 'l'elogrnvh 
Uompn.ny - tho long lino eompnny - has conliuued tho 
cxtenAion nn<l dcvelopm()llL of its 1:1chemo of linos. It 11111:1 

exte nded il1:1 work from l'bilndolphin tu Bnltimorn und Wnsh­

ington. It haH abu co111plotod n soconcl lino from Now 
York to Boston , building in 188U U10 p1trt from New Tiavou 
to Bo1:1lo11, uncl lrn1:1 onLoro(1 1 nstorn Pe11n1:1ylvttnin, building 
liuei; eonneding )'hilndolphin. with Re:uliug, Easton imil 

Scrnnton. H liuH eouneciud with ih; enstern lino,; Newport, 
K I., ::incl '1'1tll River :m(l Now I3o<lfonl, Mass. 

Ou Jamrnry 1, 1 sno, it had 1 ~I 18 llo mile1:1 of pole line Hnd 
84-, 7BH1,1_a°o mil us of wiro 011 polos, logct,hor with 805 i8u°1J 111ilei:; 
of wirn in cnhleA, - :l(Whtl, underground uml snbmnt·ine, -
:t •tain during Lho your of 700 miles of pol0 liue, and U581:! 
miles of wirn. 

The application to tho Logisliit;ure to whiuh rnfornnco was 
mn.tle in the l11 1:1L ropol't, for nnthority to incro::u;e the onpi1;1tl 
,;tock of tho Uompauy, wa:; !'ttvombly ontortained and by 
Chltp. H85, Acts of 1889, 11pproved May 2!J, 188!J, it was 
enacted thnt the Comp,rny might from time to time iuorouso 
its cnpital, providod the tot.al cnpiti1l should never exeeed 
$20,000,000. At A, special meeting of tho 1:1tookholdors, hold 
September 12, 1889. th is :imondment was accepted u.ntl 1tt 
the 1.mme meeting au actual inorenso of the capitt\l was made 
of $2,500,000. Thi1:1 wn1:1 offered to tho stocl holders under 
circultir of September 12, 1889 and wu:; 1dl subscribed for, 
one half being payuble October t9, 1889 and 0110 half April 
rn, 1890. 

Very sati::1fnctory progr ss has been Hmde on the new 
building at lhe corucr of Mi lk nml Oliver 'lreots. n is 
expected that the roof will he on by the first of A pri I, nnd 
t hnt tho New l1~nglancl Company can be put in possession of 
the new switohbmml room by ribont the first of May. It is 
hoped that the whole huil<ling mny he completed for general 
01'cnpation l,y the fir;;t of next yenr. 



'l'IIIU AMERlOAN HViLl, '1'11ll,l!ll'IIONI~ CO~ll'A'NY. 7 

Tho mechanical tlcpnl'tmont, with its other work, h1\!:1 con­
tinued its sLuc1y of' tnuHm1itlers, c10Aig11ing uew forms of tnmi;­
mittot•r; aud telephones, as well ns instrnmentB fol' spccinl 
pmposoA. Jt, luu; nlso boon much oceupied with genoml 

queBtions relnting to i;uhwnys nncl uahlea autl with tho proh­
loms tiugge!ltcd ns tho undergro11nd woi·k progresses. 

'l'hc patent division hns continued its work of collectiug, 
,ligesLiug and ruT1,ngiog iufornmtion npon elocLricnl snbjccti; 
and prcpariug reports hnsod tl1en1011. lt, hiu; nlso propnred 
tho applio11t;ionM for patents upon rmch inventions HA havo 
hoen mutle hy our own people, or bought hy u~ before pat­
enting. tt has 1ttlvised with the Western ~:lectric Uompany 
upon its electrical nrnttcrs nnd has aidotl it in the prepar11-
tio11 of tho defence in certain litig1tiions. It !ms also to tiOUl ll 

extent nssistod the Hell Tele1il10110 Company of' Cunadn. 
Tho eleetricnl clivitiion is continuing itli conduct of a series 

of experiments on dif:liweut forms of tolcphonio instruments 
and nppnratw, . 

Tho Trniv,nrer 's stntenionts, showing the lcclger lmlnucos 
Dece111ber 31, 1889 and comparntive statement of cn.mingi; 
nnd oxpensos for tho yenrs 1888 n11d 1889, aro appended, M 
are also roports of Lhe A ncliting Committee of April lfl, 
July 18, October 29, 1889, and ,Jnnunry 14, 1890. 

For the Directol's, 

,JOHN E. HUDSON, 

I're8idcnt. 



8 ANNUAL RErOR1' OF DT!iF10T0JtH OF' 

LEDGER BALANCl~S, DEC. 31, 1889. 

DEBTORS. 

Tclephoue1-1 
H,eo.l Estate 
8tocks . 
M(ll'Cho.udisc o.nd Mttohi11ory 
Billr; 1wd Accounts Receivahle, 
Cni,h t111d Deposits . 

$8~7,212 29 
4.72,701 71 

28,W:l,861 oa 
12,949 56 

1,488,710 27 
1 , 01'.ia, 788 Ir, 

CREDITORS. 

Cnpit1d Rt,ock . 
Debenture no1ul!1, 1888 
Hills tmd Acco11ntli l'iLy11bte• 
J'aL'-l nL Account (Profit &1ontl LO!ill) 

Profit fm tl 1.,oss 
Hcse1·ve . 
l--11rplus . 

$32 ,0041783,0 I 

$ 11,803,900 00 

2,000,000 00 

553,1)13 60 

10,4.32,302 RO 
3,748,76~ 03 

J ,s20,2a2 r, 1 

2, 1/\1,011 61 

$32,004,788 01 

· Or tl1I• n,1101,nt, •11:J!i,llla I• llrn dlvldon(I l)llyublu .1nn, Hi, 1800, to •t~r.kholdora of 1•ooord 
J>o1•. :n, 18811. 



THE AMERIOAN J.ll'Jf,L '.rFll.1\Jl'II ONI•: 0 0 M l'AN\' , !) 

Comparative Statement of Earnings and Expenses. 
EARNI NGS. 

lllllll, 

Reuti~l of Telophouos . 
Dividends . 

• $1!,463,27!.l 84 

J£xtro.-tol'l'itodid 1111<1 J3ru.noh Lines, 
'l'Blogrn,pl, Oornmit:1aion 
111 tar(l1,1t 
MiscelliLneoua 

1,2l8,856 58 
78,711 18 
ll1 ,1 ()'1 02 
00,16(i 65 

7,689 81 

111111). 

$2,657 ,3Gl 90 
1,2ao.1100 53 

82,51\6 ()3 
22,367 02 
43,!Hi4- 44 

7,!JG4 19 

$8,H6il,118 48 $4,04-4, 704 71 

l•:xpenses of Oporo.tion 
Lego.l .1£. po11sos • 
Intorost fu\d TaxeB 
Commli;Hion 
Roynlty 
Concessions 
Misccl lo.neons 

EXPENSES. 

$274,442 00 
222,2/,7 7il 

207,212 G8 
4()7,471 10 

10,000 00 
~07 ,790 27 
!il,78!1 4G 

$26!l,49a 37 
144-,11()() 62 
22[>, 190 97 
511,215 81 

10,{i00 00 
221,288 J 1 

a, 102 01 

$1,400,!Jl:1 2G $1,i18/i,!J(i(i 02 

Not Earnin~s 
Mise. l t.e111s 1,0 S11rp]uf:! Aoootiut 

. $1,414,205 2:.l 
22,2n8 H4 

$2,658,788 G9 
8,lG0 00 

$2.<1:lli,4!ill 5!i $2,GG I 11'88 69 

Hurplus Accoun t, Deo. 31, 1888 $2,028,085 !Ji 

Nel. Em·ningf!, 1880 2,61,8, 738 (l9 
MiHol:lll1~11eou8 Items . 3,150 00 

Regular Di vltlemli; in 188D 
l•}xtru Dividend in 1889 
Reserve for Ganer•al Deprooitition, 
ReAfl1•ve fo,· Depreciation of lllsts. 

Surplus Acuo11nt, Deo. 31, I 88tl . 

$1,288,~J l l:l 00 

()00,000 00 .. 
600,000 00 
100.000 00 

$~ ,!i89,U24 61 

::.l,5:J8,Ul3 00 
-

$2,Hil,0ll 61 



ANNUAl, 1rnrOHT OF DJREO'l'Oltf-1 O:F 

REPOJtT OF AUDlTlNG COMMITTEK 

BowroN, J\fasMOMUl:!N'l''l'f.l, 16 April, 1889. 

Jorrn E. HunsoN, l~aq. , 
Pre.9iclent Am'n Bell Tel. Co. : 

DeaJ1· Sir, - With this I enclose the report of Mr. Chas. T. 
l:'lirnpton, 11,11 ti;\;p<lrL nc1;onr1tant employed hy me to exmnine the 
hooks of 0111· Company for the three months ending March 80th, 
1889. 

Rcspectfull,v yonrs, 

l!'ltANClS BLAKR, 

Ornnrnittec on Acc'ts of .A. B. 'l 'el. Oo. 

BOtl'rON, April 161 1889. 

Dear Sir, - l hll.\'C, examine1l the hooks of the Treasurer of 
Am'n Bell Telephone Co. for three months ending March 80, 1889, 
all of which lawe founcl c;oneot and 1mtiafnotory. 

Yours trnly, 

C. T. PLIMPTON. 
'l'o FnANOII:! BtA1rn, Esq., 

Committee on Acc't,9. A. B. T. Co. 



T JIE AJ\IE IU0A.N Jllilr,I, TEI,rnP IIONlll COMI'AN Y. l 1 

BOSTON, M M%\ (Jf1 USET'fS, 13 ,July, 1880. 

,J Oa N E. lluosoN, Esq. , 
P resiclent A rn'n Dell. 'l'et. Co .: 

Sir, - With this 1 enclose the roport, of Mr. Chns. T. Plimpton, 
:rn expert nceoun tnnL employed by me to exa.mino Lhe books of ont 
Company for tho six months 01ull11g Jiine 29th, 1889. 

Respectf'ully yoms, 

FRANC1:.-i BLAK.1£, 
Oommillce on Acc'ts A. ]3, Tel. Go. 

BusTON, July 11, 1889. 

l he1·eby certify that I hnvo :.111dited tho booka 1111d accounts of 
the Trensurer of the Amel'icau Bell 'felllphone Co., !'01· the six 
months ending June 29, 1889, nncl hnve to report t lu1t J find the 
cnsh boo! conectly footocl, and the disbursements supported by 
npproved vouchers ; have vcrinocl the rentnl, comTT1ission, 11ncl uon­
oession nccotrnts , tho pny-rollH, joumnlizlngs , stock ledger, trinl 
bi1.lnnces, and caah on hand. 

I find 11lso t hat the bn11k acoounts agree with the pt11,s books of 
tho aevei'al banks, 11fter making ullowanccs for outstanding checks, 
ulso that the bills r ecoivnblo, n.nd oertiflcnt,ea of stock Investments 
which the ledger culls for, are on htmd, or propedy accounted for. 

CHAS. 'l'. i-'LIMPTON, 
Amlitoi·. 
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HosToN, MAssA01HJ8Wl"rs, iW OotolJe,·, 1880. 

JonN J~. Hunsor,;, Esq., 

Presiclerit A1n'n Bell Tel. Oo.: 

Dea,· Si?', - With this I enclose the report of Mr. Olm.A. T. 
P limpton , rm expei·t nccountnnt employed by 1no to cxnmine tho 
books of om Cornp1~11y for the t ht"eo montlu; 0ncling Septem­

ber 80th, 1889. 
R0Hpectf11lly youni, 

FRANCIS BLAKE, 

Gomrnillee on Ace'/.~<~( A. n. T11l. Oo. 

Hot!TO.N, October, 24, 1880. 

lfovin~ oxaminc<l t,ho books 11nd accounts of the Treusurei: of 

the Amcrita11 Bdl Teh1phonc Co. fut· three mont!tR ending Sep­

tcmher 80, 1889, lrnvc to rnport, thnt I fo11n1l tho footi 11gs of the 

cnsh hook corrooLly made, nn<l the dis bu nrn111outs sustniuccl by 
npprovc>cl vouchers, have verified t.he bnlnnoe or cn~h on lmncl, 
mul provrnl the bnnk nmionnte. 

Have e ·11111inod the n111t11,h1, co111miHHio11 und ooncossion aocou11t11 
ttn(l p11y-roll!i, nlso tho 11toclc ledgerH, ll10 1icoo1111ti; of which 

hnving been tranHforod to now lodgers fincl lbc same to 1·eprescnt 

100,000 fihurcs to 2,:197 ~took holders; nlso o:x:nmiued tho footings 

of the lc1l~e1·s proving the tri11! lmlnnce of October 1Bt, 1889, 

nn(l lrerrby co,·Lily to the• necurnoy of the en.me. 

CHAS. T. l'l,IMrTO.N, 

Ll 1u/lt1w. 



TJIE A.\l.1!1HIC.AN HMI,L TELErIIONE COMPANY. 13 

HOSTON, MASBAOllTJSRTTS, 14 ,fan1mry, 1890. 

,Jo1JN )~. JlunsoN, Esq,, 
P.resiclent .Llm'n Bell Telephone Oo.: 

Decir Si1•, - Wit.h this I enclose the report ol' Mr. Chns. T. 
1->Jimpto11, 1111 llxpert aooountnnt employed by me to examine the 
bool 8 of onr Company for tho three rnon~hA ending December 81st, 
1889. 

Resp1~otfully yours, 

Ji')M NCfH BLAKE, 

Committee on Aco'ts of A. B. Tel. Oo. 

Ho8TON, Jtmunry 14, 18110. 

I ha.ve nndite(] the book1, 1111tl nooonnts of tho 'ft·ensnrer of the 

Amoricn11 Bell Telephone Co., for three months cucling December 
81st, 1889, nncl hnve to report, tl:uit l find Lhe 01u;h hook correotly 
footed, 11nd the disburscn1ents sustnine(l · by 11pproved vouchers. 
Htwe exnminecl tho stuba of cort,i ficate books, verifying the amount 
of eertificntos 011l;fJt11n11i11g to stockholders, hnve nlso oxnmlned 
routul, commission, nnd concession (1.Ceounts, mHI pny-rolls, p1·oving 
tlrn trinl bnlnnecs, nnd cnsh 011 J1:111cl. 

!Inve e. o.mlnod tho b1111k 11ocountH, and the bnlnnces on ho.nd in 
tho sovcml hanks, at the olose or business, Dec'r 31st, 1889, 
11gree with the Compnny's books nfOOl' ullowing for outstanding 
chl:loks. Hnve seen t lrnt tho note8 rer,eiv11blo nnd ocrtiflentes of 
ktock investments which tho ledger 0111!1; for t~ro on hnml or pl'Op­
erly ncconntcd for. 

UHAS. 'f. J:'LIM.P'l'ON, 

A1tdltor. 





t -- ---
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